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MUSICAL NUMBERS
Act One
OVERTURE
OOH! MY FEET! ................................................. Cleo
SOMEBODY, SOMEWHERE .................................. Rosabella
THE MOST HAPPY FELLA .................................... Tony and Townspeople
STANDING ON THE CORNER .............................. Herman, Jake, Clem and Al
JOEY, JOEY, JOEY ................................................ Joe
ROSEABELLA ...................................................... Tony
ABBONDANZA ................................................... Giuseppe, Ciccio, Pasquale
SPOSALIZIO ....................................................... Townspeople
BENVENUTA ...................................................... Giuseppe, Ciccio, Pasquale
DON’T CRY ........................................................ Joe and Rosabella
Act Two
PRELUDE
FRESNO BEAUTIES ............................................. Vineyard Workers and Rosabella
HAPPY TO MAKE YOUR ACQUAINTANCE ............ Rosabella, Tony and Cleo
BIG D ................................................................. Cleo, Herman and Ensemble
HOW BEAUTIFUL THE DAYS ................................ Tony, Rosabella, Marie and Joe
YOUNG PEOPLE ................................................. Marie and Tony
WARM ALL OVER ............................................... Rosabella
I LIKE EV’RYBODY .............................................. Cleo
MY HEART IS SO FULL OF YOU ........................... Tony and Rosabella
MAMMA, MAMMA ............................................ Tony
ABBONDANZA REPRISE ..................................... Giuseppe, Ciccio, Pasquale
PLEASE LET ME TELL YOU ................................... Rosabella
FINALE
MY HEART IS SO FULL OF YOU REPRISE .............. Tony and Rosabella
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Frank Loesser was basking in the success of Guys 
and Dolls when he came upon Sidney Howard’s 
1924 Pulitzer Prize winning play They Knew 
What They Wanted. This play would become 
the basis for The Most Happy Fella. Loesser 
worked on the show for fi ve years and the result 
was a musical of operatic proportions. Almost 
three quarters of the play is set to music. When 
it opened on Broadway on May 3, 1956 at the 
Imperial Theatre it ran just under three hours. 
The original Playbill did not list individual songs, 
because it was so diffi cult to separate one 
musical number from another. Don Walker, the 
play’s orchestrator pointed out, “We pass into 
dialogue only for those developments that are 
not emotional in content, such as exposition.” 
Loesser wrote arias, recitatives, duets, trios, choral 
numbers, and purely orchestral sections, to create 
what he called “a musical – with lots of music.”
When the original Broadway production 
opened there were twenty speaking roles, a 
twenty-four member chorus, twelve dancers 
and a thirty-six piece orchestra. In fact, the 
orchestra pit at the Imperial Theatre had to be 
enlarged to accommodate the extra musicians 
as a normal sized orchestra at the time had 
twenty-six musicians.
For this production at Theatre Sheridan we 
are using a Frank Loesser approved, two 
piano arrangement of the score. This version 
was originally presented at The Goodspeed 
Opera House and transferred to Broadway in 
January 1992 where it ran for 229 performances.
This two piano version has allowed us to 
re-imagine The Most Happy Fella with a modern 
musical theatre sensibility. In our discussions 
about the design, set designer, Patrick du Wors 
and I were committed to keeping the story at 
the forefront of our production. Furniture and 
scenery have been kept to a minimum. In the 
staging, scenes overlap and transitions have 
been orchestrated with a cinematic quality 
in mind. This approach and the expertise of 
Broadway veteran Musical Director, Jeffrey 
Huard, has enabled us to trim some of the scene 
change music and reprises, which were written 
to accommodate massive set changes and to 
facilitate getting a 56 person cast on and off 
the stage.
The Most Happy Fella’s story of an older man 
and his mail order bride draws an interesting 
contemporary parallel to the dating world of the 
internet, where posting an overly fl attering photo 
online might land you a mate. Perhaps, that is 
part of the reason why this young cast has been 
so passionate and fearless in their approach to 
telling this story almost a half a century later. 
Their immense talent, professionalism and 
dedication are truly inspiring. I hope you enjoy 
watching their performances as much as I have 
enjoyed working with them.
~ Darcy Evans
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